A Raisin in the Sun Worksheet—Act I

1.  The stage directions say that the living room in the Younger apartment might be comfortable and well-ordered, but “weariness” has “won in this room.”  What physical details of the living room set show these qualities?

2.  Walter’s wife, Ruth, is described as a pretty “girl,” who is changing into a “settled woman.”  What has happened to change Ruth’s beauty?

3.  How does the apartment building itself create problems for the Younger family as they begin the day?

4.  When Walter enters the living room, what thought is on his mind?  When is this item to arrive?

5.  What does Travis ask about/for when he comes out of the bathroom?

6.  What are Walter’s and Ruth’s attitudes about money?

7.  How does Walter think women should treat their men?

8.  What are Beneatha’s hopes for her own future?  Why is Walter concerned about this?

9.  How is Mama described in the stage directions?

10.  What does Mama retrieve when she opens the window?  What is unique about this object?

11.  How does Mama feel about money?

12.  How much does Mama value religion?  How does she react to Beneatha’s denial of God?

13.  Mama compares her plant to her children.  How are they alike?  What does the plant symbolize to Mama?

14.  What does Mama ask Ruth to do at the end of scene 1?  What happens?

15.  Who does Beneatha invite into the apartment?  How does she tell Mama to act around this person?

16.  What is revealed about Ruth and where she has been?  What is she thinking about doing?  Why?

17.  What does Asagai represent to Beneatha?  What does he say and do to encourage her search for identity?

18.  How much is the check worth?  How does Mama react?  Why?

19.  How does Walter show that he is insensitive regarding the check?  How does he show he is not entirely selfish?

20.  How does Mama try to influence Walter at the end of scene 2?  What does she reveal to him?

